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PREFACE 
This supplemental issue of the Journal of Investiga-
tive Dermatology comprises the substance of a report 
contracted by the National Institutes of Health for an 
analysis of the research needs and priorities in dermatol-
ogy. From its inception, the authors of the document 
considered that dissemination to all dermatologists in an 
international journal, the Journal of Investigative Der-
matology, would be the most appropriate means for 
bringing this information to the largest body of concerned 
individuals. The costs of publishing this supplemental 
issue have been borne by the Dermatology Foundation, 
the American Academy of Dermatology, the Society for 
Investigative Dermatology, and the American Dermato-
logical Association, whose generosity is gratefully ac-
knowledged by the guest editors of this issue in behalf of 
the Coordinating Committee and the large number of 
research dermatologists and other experts who contrib-
uted to this report. 
BACKGROUND 
In 1968, the American Academy of Dermatology, faced 
with a national political climate of reduced federal re-
search support, determined to develop a long-range plan 
in preparation for that time when more research dollars 
might again become available. The culmination of a 
large-scale effort at data collection and planning was a 
document which was a fIrst of its kind-an introspective 
search by a medical specialty into itself and the sphere 
of medicine ,it represents, with a plan and projection of 
needs for research in major areas of skin disease. The 
document was entitled "A National Program for Der-
matology," and it was a landmark! Although emergence 
and distribution set in motion several important studies 
on disease prevalence and societal needs, the potential 
political impact was not exploited in the halls of Con-
gress, and it was not followed by a notable impact on 
federal funding for planned dermatologic research. 
Within a year the document did stimulate the orthopedic 
surgeons to follow-up with a comparable effort. Later, 
other professional specialty and "subspecialty" organi-
zations developed new skills in seeking federal support 
for more sophisticated analyses of needs for research in 
various categories of disease. Support for these later 
studies often came directly from the National Institutes 
of Health or, in some instances, from Commissions on 
specific diseases mandated by Congressional act. These 
latter efforts led to a greater federal perception of polit-
ical support for research in many disease categories, 
whereas Dermatology trailed along with relatively atten-
uated research manpower and research support. 
In 1977 the NIAMDD, motivated to increase and im-
prove research in dermatologic disease, called a meeting 
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with a group of leaders from the academic dermatology 
community to develop a format for analyzing research 
needs. A steering committee was nominated by NIH 
officials and dermatologists, and that committee, herein 
called the Coordinating Committee, undertook to de-
velop a contract proposal to the National Institutes of 
Health. The contract was approved for a 2-year period, 
July 25, 1977, to July 25, 1979, with the speCifIc objective 
of preparing an analysis for the NIH of the research 
needs and priorities in dermatology. 
METHOD 
The Coordinating Committee selected 11 major prob-
lem areas in skin biology and skin disease, basing its 
selection on perceived societal needs and on the clinical 
problems faced by dermatologists. These problem areas 
are identified by the titles of the 11 principal chapters in 
this report. Each chapter was assembled by a Special 
Study Group of experts selected by a chairman or co-
chairmen nominated by the Coordinating Committee on 
the basis of special expertise and leadership in each of 
the 11 categories. Each member of the Coordinating 
Committee was assigned as a liaison member to work 
with one of the Special Study Groups to foster commu-
nication of objectives and set time tables for the devel-
opment of this document. 
The overall objective of the contributors to this report 
has been to define the problems, to inform on the prev-
alence, the severity, and the effect of dermatologic dis-
eases on the quality of life, and to estimate their cost. In 
addition, the present status of prevention, treatment, and 
cure for given diseases was reviewed and a critical state-
ment of current knowledge and status of research, both 
basic and clinical, was developed for each topic. On the 
basis of information thus generated, each Special Study 
Group developed its own appraisal of the needs for ad-
ditional basic and clinical research. Owing to the inter-
locking aspects of skin diseases, there is bound to be 
some duplication from chapter to chapter and, in the 
interest of space conservation, omissions of detailed in-
formation on each and every skin disease. It was thought 
best to retain the reiteration when an individual chapter 
would not otherwise be complete in itself. Every effort 
was made to mention the diseases not discussed and to 
cover in a broad way or, in a typical disease, the catego-
ries into which they fall. 
The objective of the contract was to provide the au-
thorities at the National Institutes of Health and private 
funding agencies with a comprehensive basis for support 
of research and an increased understanding of the major 
dermatologic problems that beset Americans. These re-
views of prevalence, management, and state of the art of 
